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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURBALE 


| The Lady 
\KATHAR INE BR 00K, 


Do racer of the Right Honourable 
BERT Lord BROOK _- 
Deceaſed. 
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RHE firs of your hiing Son rnd 
into the Pulpit, and now your Honours 
commands into the Preſſe. Were 3 for 
- ſo abſolute a Duty as mine, ſo nmch as 
" inquire into the reaſon of this in junGion, I doubt 
2 not 
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The Epiſtlg. Dedicatory. 

ot, but it would be found a deſegn to exerciſe your 
patience, in being willing tobeare that loſſe repeated, 
the ſengle mention . of - which ere. rus Wh to 

rnkg any wertue leſſe tryed and perfeS- than your 
owne. Þ could heartily wiſh that the tender /of my 
obedience inthis addreſſe to your Honour, might not 
wake one among yorr too many ſad Remembrancers, 
nor give you cauſe to lampgt- bim as well in the 


preſſe, as in the grave, as bere prapounded, a 


patterne for our life, as well as made by God dn 
example of our death, But, Madame, when you 
bave wept over this deare leſſe in all the forms ſo 


. greats ſprrow at yours could repreſent , this ſmall 


piece ( a poore dependant on his name ) 
Jinoun ſormbappy , 43 to give! You bid 
new ſhapt,axd thereby ley 4 new ſcene ſos 
neceſſity and uſeſulluefſe of this ſubje& of morta 
are, I am confident , ſufficient to recommend it to 
your acceptance 3 and if any thingmake it pnwel- 
come, it muſt be that which gives Tou too great 4 
title tot ,, the nearene{ſe of the Inſtance : an inflence 
ſo nedre, that ſtems like the ſwiting of one halfe, 
bid the other prepares. in 

Your loſſe is Cnffbaly great, vat 4 our hop 
and. generall 6s our Jorrews; Indeed to looks uyan 
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The Fpifle Dedicatory. 
 wtoderate loſſes through teares, is ar til # way to make 
#right qudgwent of them, as it is 10 take the th- 
menſions of objects through water, which alwayes 
-refle6+s thee greater or nearer than in rrnth'they are. 
But yours, Madame , ts. fo traly extruor dimary, and 
of ſuch publicks concerament, that it wut needs fall 
below '#s juſueſtimate, 'if it benot judged rhrongh 
wore than your own teares and griefe. TheChmreh 
and State jayne with you, and each of them d++ 
plores as a loſſe at preſent, whatſoever ſo great 
wertues and endownents as His prompted them to 
expe& hereafter, The right eye of the Kingdome 
runs down with tears : all that knew Him, and had 
the honour and bappineſſe of ſo great an example, pay 
downthat tribute of ſorrow to his memoxy,, which 


©. they owed of here and ſervice to his perſon: nor in- 
" * deedivr it fit, that ſuch a nationall calamity ſhould 


be lamented at leſſs expence, than the publick tearez. 
But, Mgd ime,it is in waine to nouriſh ſad thougbts, 


by copjecturing to what heighth he might have at- 


harmed if yeares had not been wanting to his merits; 
for though his flouriſhing hopes gave earneſt of ſome 
what moſt excellent and perfe&, yet hath he now 
farre out-(tript even thoſe hopes; and inſtead of a 
great man on earth, is become a glorious Saint in 
beawven: 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
heaven : and certainly , we have 'no juſb cauſe to 
quarrell the Divine Providence, for not taking our 
method to advance him. 

That God would preſerve your noble Sons yet 


remaining, and lengthen ont their lives to fill up their 
deceaſed Brothers bopes, and their own too, that you 
.- may find no other miſſe but in number ; that God 


would ſanCifie this heavy ſtroke both to you and 
them, and fit you for that Iaft,, which alone can come 


nearer, isthe prayer.of 


Madame, 
TE — Your Honours moſt humble 
H kae , Ohh. 4. | 
ET |. andobedient 


Servant 
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| Ecclefiabter 9.5. 
For the Living know that they ſhall dye. 


5 \lfe,whetheran aQive ſpark ſtrucke 

| out from the meeting of Soul and 
Body together, or whatſoever 
ſprightfull and buſie thing elſe 
it be, is the higheſt perfe&tion of 
Corporeall beings, becauſe the 
neareſt reſemblance of the Di- 
vine. 

The Variety of its Motions, 
the Multjplicity of its Functions, the ſecret convey=. 
anceof its influences through thoſe hidden Channells 
of the Organs, into the ſeverall parts of the Body, 
give ita pre-eminence above all that the inanimate 
greatneſſc orluſtre of other things can attaia unto. 
Upon this very account Philoſophy teachethus, that 
the leaſ} fly, though it be nothing but duſt animaced 
by the Suns yet of greater excellency then the Sun it 
ſelf; and Sawpſory Bees then the Lion that bredthem. 
Theſe fſleight and CR Creatures, w_ 
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(2) | 
ſerve for little elſe then to ſhew the World in how- 
ſmall a Roome Gad. can encloſe the ſprings anden-. 
gines of ſuch various Motions, haveyet ap jon - 
beyond aH the 1a: ge volumns of the Heavens; and the 


lightand duratjenofall the Starres: in them - Upan 
theſeprinciples, ; making a compariſon, in the 


verſe i tately- preceding; the Text, berween 
lhvekſle and living things, prefers- the: meaneſt_ of 
theſe before the beſt and nobleſt of the other: 4 liv. 
ing Dog is better than a.dead Liom, | : 
This though it be true of all Creatures in generall, 
yet the accommodation of it is here more particularly 
intended unto mart3- and the deſign ofthe Spirit of 
God 1s,to ſhew that Life hath a vaſt Prerogative a- 


bove Death. One would thigk it ſtrange, thatthere- 
ſhould needſomuch ' ſolemnity, ſuch-a traineof pre 
paratives, reaſons, and (imilitudes,, to-uſberiniacag-- 


cluſfion ſo obvious and undoubred asthisis};” that it is 


better to live than todye. And yet, if weabſertee in, : 


the method of the HolyGhoſt is muck:ſtrange 
firmiog ſo plain a Theſee by an abſtruſe argna : 
argument we have1a the Text : For- 
that they ſhall dye : Becauſe we know tharwe muſty , 
therefore it is better. to live... it 

This might ſeem ſamewhat.an harſh kind of argu« 
mentation, were it not, thatas to.dy.is the. laſt period, 


ſo tody vel, and breathe out anholy foul into the 
armes of a mercifull God, is the. greareſt end of Life e. 


This ad vantage have the liviqg,,, The. dead ,can dye 
no more;For it is appointed unta men once to.dye : norgf 


they erre inthis,can they evex recall or amend it. This- 


15 that Warfare, asthe Wiſeman calls it, in which we 


cinnot twicemiſtake. But it-is-the prividedge of the 
cr 
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(3) 
4iving, that knowing the frailty of their lives, and 
the ccrtainty of their diflolution, they may by re- 
pentance and holinefſe, ſo prepare themſelves fot 
death, asto makeit onely-ati happy tranſition from 
a Temporall toan-Eternall Life, and an inlet in- 
toendlefleblifieand joy. Sothat if we briefly gather 
-uptheSumme and Force of the reaſon, we may finde 
that it lies thus: its better to live than dy, becauſe the 
living kwow that they ſhalldye, and the knowledge and 
.expeRation of-our death is the moſt likely meanes 


_ tocrgage ustoliveinſuch conſtant holinefſe and pre- 


paration, as that afterdeath we may live incternall 
glory and happineſle, 

The wards, though they are thus obſcure in their 
.cohereuce, yetin themſelves and their own proper 
and genuine ſence, are very clear and perſpicuous. 
T hey contain in them the judgement that the living 
-paſſe upon their own Mortality; and as they lye before 
us, capnotbe.ſomuch as ſuſpeGted of any difeculey. I 
ſhalltherefore, waving all other enquiries, make onely 
theſe twa, : 
_ 2, Firſt, Whenceit is, that theliving attain the ſure 
and infallible knowledge of their own death. 
- . 2. Secondly, Whenee it -proceeds, that thoughall 
men generally know they 'ſhalldy, yetſo few doe 
Jerioully and in good -earneſt prepare themſelves for 


2t; A 
To the firſt, I anſwer; there Be many things from 
whenceReaſon it ſeH, efpecially if aided by Scripture, 
may eollet the neceffity of dying. T ſhall pretermit 
divers, and onely ſpeak to theſe following. 
1. We maycollect, it by thoſe harbingers and fore- 
Tunners of A and natural — 
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(4) 
whichare igcident to .allmen. Manis compounded 
of the contrary and jarring qualities of heat, and 
cold, drouth and moylturez which are alwayes Wage 


ing an inteſtine warre within him. Health is thee- * 


qual ballance of theſecontrarietiesz when they are ſo 
temper'd together, the more ative with the more 
reſiſting, that neither of them can get the Victory 
over the other. And therefore ſome ſuppoſe that 
Adam ( who doubtleſle was created in the higheſt 
perfe&tion cf natural health and ſtrength ) had all 
theſe mixed Ad pordys, in ſoeven a temper, that 
none of them could naturally ſway him toCorruptionz 
and that God then inflicted the death he threatned, 
when upon the firſt tranſgreſſton he turned the even- 
neſle of his conſtitution , and thereby brought him 
intoa mortall ſtate. Sicknelle is nothing elſe but a 
predominant faftion-in a mans temper, which, as 


rebellions uſe to do, raiſcth it ſelf upon the ruine of 


the whole. As God flackens the reins to ſome qua- 
lity in the greater world, when he intends to bring 
ageneral calamity and deſtruQion upon it(for thus 
weread, - that he oncedeſtroyed the world by a drop= 
fie, in the great deluge; and that he will again de- 
ſtroy itby a feaver, in the laſt conflagration). ſo like- 
'wiſe in man whoisthelefler world,. God doth ſome- 
times let _Iooſe, the reins, and gives fome of his'natu« 
zal qualities an unnatural predominancy 3; and either 
floods him with dropfies,” or burns him with feavers, 
or numnes him with palſies,. lethargyes, .and' Epi- 
lepfies, and by other innumerable-difeaſes fo ravag. 
eth his health and vigour, his youth and beauty, that 
he becomes a Ghoſt , before yet he be a Corps - 


; theſe, 


Yea thoſe who have had no ſuch violent aſſaults as_ 
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theſe, yet find their decayes grow up together with 
their years.So/omo7: hath given us an elegant deſcripti- 
onof them. Eccleſ.1 2. from the 2. to the ſeventh verſe. 
Dimneſle of fight, deafnefle of hearing, weakneſle 
and trembling of limbs, fluggiſhneſle of ſpirits, chil- 
neſle of blood, loſs of appetite and defire; and a whole 
hoſpitall of other incurable diſeaſes are the attend- 
antsof old age, which is it ſelt the moſt incurable of 
all : that the very length of living may be argument e= 
nough of the neceſſity of dying. This is that heavie 
burden that bowes down all on whom it lies, that 
makes them goſtooping to the ground, as if it would 
bid them contemplate what they are, inthe duſt, and 
conſider their mortality in that earth into which they 
muſt ſhortly fall. All theſe areas ſo many harbingers 
of death ſent before to bid us prepare, for that the 
King of terrours cannot be long after. 

2. Secondly, The obſervation of deaths univerſall 
Empire overall other things, and over all other men, 


-may give usa certain knowledge- that we alſo muſt 


fhortly die. If we conſider the viciflitudes of a> 


tural things, we ſhall find that deathreigns in all of 


them. The day dies into night, ſummer into winter; 


Time itſelf that deſtroyesall things, yet dies continu- 
ally, norcan it exiſt ene minute together. Our very 


life 1s nothing elſe but a ſucceſſion of dying: every day 
and hour weares away part of it, and ſo ſarre asit 
is already ſpent, ſfofar are we already dead and bu» 
ried : fo that the longeſt liver hath no more but that 
heis longer a dying.than ethers. This indeed is onely 
todie ſucceſlively., but that fatall and finall ſtroke is 
coming, . when we. ſhall no. more live nor die, All 


ethers have felt it, and therefore David calls death * Kings 242;. - 
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(6) ; 
theway of all- the earth, We need no other-proof of 
this than to ſearch into the Records of the grave: 
there lie the rich and poor, the-noble and ignoble, 
the wiſe and fooliſh, the holy and -profane, the 
rubbiſh of a thouſand generations heaped oneup 


.on another; and this truth, that all muſt die, as writ- 


ten indelibly even in their duſt. 

The whole world is but a great charnell-houfe: Our 
-vvery graves were -once living - wedig through our 
Forefathers, and muſtſhortly becomeearth our ſelves, 
tobury our poſterity. 'So thick. ſown are the carkaſes 
of all the ages fince the creation, as were enough to 
:dung the whole face of the earth with theirfleſhi, and 
paveit with their bones. Are not weof the ſame 
'mould with them? hath not Gods hand kneaded us 
.otit ofthe ſame clay , andmay notjhis finger crumble 
us into the ſame duſt?Certainly,the cords of our carth- 
ly tabernacle-may be as eafily unlooſed;orcutaſunder, 
astheirs. | 

We read but oftwo onely ofall mankind exempt- 
cd, by a peculiar grace and priviledge, from this 
law'of death, and they were, Enoch and Eliar, God 


_ ſtrapgety tackt-their temporal and eternal life to- 


gether, and made their time flow into eternity with- 
out any ſtop or interruption; like rivers thatglide a- 
long into theiſeawith :a'free and undiſturbed courſe; 
whi I fionke, and findea paſlage under 
ground. 

3. Thirdly, We — know 'our ſelves 
mortal, by knowing our felvesfinfull creatures. There 
is adouble :necefiity of death upon the account of fig 

1. As a puniſhment, 2. As apurgation of it. 
It is neceflary as a puniſhment of fm, that that pri. 
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mitive threataing might be fulfilled, Gen; 2,171 theday 
that thow eateſt thereof thowſbalt ſurely dye, Hereby the 
Juſtice of God ſtands engaged to inflitdeath upon 
every tranſgreſſor: and to this it is that- the Apoſtle 
aſcribesit. Rom,5, £2. By Sir death entred into the world, 
and Death paſſed upon all men, becauſe that all have ſinned. 
Death therefore is not ſo much a debt due to Nature,as 

to the avenging Juſtice of God; and befalls us rather 
by his Ordination and appointment, than by any na- 
turall neceſlity, 1: + appointed wneto men once to dye. 
Heb:9:27. And this appeares, im that man was at firſt 
created in purenature, yetinadeathlefle ſtate. Tis 
true, that Adam, even before he fel}, had in him the 
bot. rg of the ſame contrary qualities as 


now we have, and ſo,at leaſt;had alſothe remote prin- 
ciples of dgath,  anddiflolution - But probably either- 
theſe werefo harmoniouſly mixed,as that there wasno- 


tendency to adiſlolution z orelfe he wasQteated with: 

ſuch a priviledge, that by cating of the Tree of Life, 
orby the command of his own will, to whichall his 

inferior faculties were then perfettly ſubjeq, he might- 
ſway and over-rule the jarres and difcords of anete- 
mental] conſtitution, and continue himſelfein Life, 
as long as he ſhould continue himſelfe in obedience. 
Sothen, 1t 15 nat primarily mansnature, but mans 

ſin, and the curſe of the Law taking hold upon him ,.. 
that hath brought in this neceſſity of dying. But yer 
the Juſtice of God doth not inflict itas a puniſhment 
npon all; for death under the ſtri& notion of a pu- 
niſhment, is proper onely to wicked men and un- 
believers, whoareleft to bear thecurſe of the Lawin 
thei: own Perſons, and to ſatisfie offended juſtice in 

their own ſufferings. As.to believers, Chriſt kath - 
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(8) OW 
undertaken and elucated forthem all that was penal. 
He hath born the whole curſe of the Law, being made a curſe 
for #s: Gal.3.13. 
So that now, to thoſe who believe it is nomore 
a puniſhment, but onely a purgation. And were 
itnot, that God hath thus altered the quality of it, 
making it the greateſt means of Sanctification in the 
world, thereby turning that whichwasa curſe intoa 
bleſhng,it might probablybe maintained that Faith is 
the death ofChriſt would ſuperſede all neceſlity of dy- 
ing,and make us not only righteous, but immortall.But 
God hath other ends in the inflicting of death, befides 
the ſatisfaction of his Juſtice : He makes uſe of it for 
the purging of his people from the Reliques of their 
Corruption; and tis the onely purgatory they muſt 
ever undergo; Sin hath taken a Leaſe of ogr Soules, 
and holds them by our own lives : It willVe in us to 
the laſt Gaſp 3 and as the heart is the laſt that dies, ſo 
is that Corruption that lodgethin it. But then ;dye 
it muſt; God hath ſo graciouſly ordered it,thatthough 
death came into the world by ſin, yet fin it ſelf ſhall 
be aboliſht out of} it by death. Itis with a dying be- 
liever, as with ſea- water, which loſeth its brackiſh- 
neſle when percolated through the earth, and becoms 
ſweetand wholſome. Soa Chriſtian , when he is as 
it were ſtrained through the grave, loſeth all his 
brackiſhneſle, all his dreggs and ſcumme., and be- 
coms pure and holy, fit for the enjoyment of a pure 
and holy God. This is his finall vicory , this is the 
deciding ſ{troke between him and- all his Spiritual e- 
nemies. When hehath been long ſtruggling C with 
too little ſucceile)againſt fin and Satan,and is ready.to 
faint,and deſpond, in the conflict, death comes = 3 
| ' ent 
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ſentas an Auxiliary from God, and gives him both 
the day, and the triumph. Certainly he cannotbur 
count it a good office done him,” to have his earthly 
houſe pul'd down upon ſo many of his uncircumciſed 
foes, though it cruſh him tooin the fall. | 

T hus hath God brovght over death, which was bes 
fore a formidable _ to be of a believers party, ſo 
that though it had '1ts ſting, and ſtrength, its very be- 
ing from fin , yet it proves the moſt effeftuall meanes 
for the deſtruction of ſin. As wormes when they cree 
intotheir holes leave a —_, dirt about them; ſo 
is it witha Chriſtian , when he dies, he leaves his 
fin, his filth,and corruption, all at the graves mouth. 
There he leaves them, and his ſoul got free from that 
clogg, mounts up intoa bleſſed eternity, where it is 


for ever fixt and perfefted in holineſſe, where there 


15no obje& to tempt, nor corruption to betray. No 
ſteam of any luſt ſhall there riſe to cloud our beati- 
ficall viſion of God, ſuch as do here too oft darken 
the eye both of our Reaſon, and our faith: we ſhallno 
more caſt kind glances upon our ſins, nor no more 
know a wavering and hovering deſire after them. Oh 
bleſſed -neceflity / when the ſoul ſhall be forever tied 
up toone all-ſatisfying good ! when it ſhall with as 
naturall a proneneſſe, and vehement ardour, love, and 
delight in God, asit loves it ſelfe, and delights inits 
own happineſſe! And why then ſhould we deſire to 
linger here below, and to ſpin outa miſerable life, 
whereof ſin and ſorrow will ſtill have the greateſt 
ſhare? Here the beſt of usare engaged in perpetuall 
arrells between finand grace, the one will not 
yield, and the other cannot; corruption compells 
one way, and grace —— another : haſte _ 
ore 
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$:e; O Chriſtian, out of this ſeuffle, make haſte to 


heaven... and there this controverfie ſhall be for ever 


decided.. There we ſhall no more livein fear of new 
fins, nor in ſorrow for old, but all forrow and fighing 
ſhall ceaſe; all tears ſhall be wiped from oureyes , 
and all fin rooted out of our hearts. Andupon this 
account death is neceſlary. Ll | 
Now though by theſe,and other ſuch like confider.- 
ations, we may arriveata certain knowledge that we 
ſhall die, yetthe particular circumſtances of the time, 
and manner of our death is known to God onely. - 
Some have, alittle before their deceaſe, given ſe. 
cret preſages of theſe things, asI am informed this 
honourable perſon did. Whence theſe proceed will 
not be neceſſary here to toquire. Poſſibly they may 
be onely fortuitous and cafuall: the event may make 
thoſe things paſſe for predidions which were onely 
ſpoken at random. Orif they ſeem too puntuall to 
be fuch, the beſtaccount,that I can give, 1s thisz that 
death being about to unloofe thoſe fecret and-ſweet 


| bands, thoſe vitall knots, that tie our ſouls and bo= 


dies together, we begin to grow more unconfined in 
our knowledge, as well as our beingz and receive 
intelligences of things after another way, than by the 
dult conveyance of ſenſe. There is now,that duſt and 
aſhes in the eye of the ſoul that hinders it from diſco- 
vering futurityes z but when death is blowing this a- 
way > tt begins to know afterits own manner; and. 
receives at leaft ſome obſcure and glimmering hiats of 
thoſe objets which fenfe could never adminiſter. 
And hence poſſibly may proceed thoſe ſtrange pro« 
pheticke ſpeeches that many have giveniout concetn*+ 


_ ng their own death. But whence-ſoever theyare, 
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Car) 
God doth ordinarily reſerve the exat knowledge of 
theſe things to himſelf. | 

1. Firſt, He onely knowsghe critical and punQuall 
zime of our death, for he hath determined it to a vety 
moment. It is God that turns up our glaſs, that puts 
ſuch a meaſure of ſand into it, and no more, afd hath 
prefixt that it ſhall run ſucha time and no longer. It 
is he that hath written our names upon fo many dayes 
and hours as weſhall live , as upon ſo many leavesof 
his Book ; and it is impoſſible for us to turn over that 
day or hour that hath not our names written pon it, 
fromall eternity. Now this Book of life God hath 
written inan hand that is not legible by us. We know 
not the tale of dayes that he hath appointed us, but 


- this we know, that we mult fulfill, and cannot exceed 


them. He hath ſet us our bounds of living, beyond 
which we cannot paſs. The infant that dies as ſoone 
as it-ſeeth the light hath filld up its appointed time 
as well as he that lives to decrepit age. And therefore 
though God be ſaid in Scripture tocut off ſome men 
in the midſt of their dayes; this muſt not be ſoun- 
derſtood,as if there were remaining in all the ſtore of 
timeany dayes that were due to them; but onely it 
denotes, either that God cuts them off in the full 
ſtrength, and vigour of their years, when they might, 


: according to humane probability, have lived much 
bar or elſe comparing the ſhortneſle of their life, 


with the length of others; God ſeemes tobreak it off 


in the middle before He had finiſht it. Indeed moſt 
men do themſelves ſhorten their own lives; ſome by 
intemperance are ſtil] ſhaking their glafſe to makeit 
run the faſterzand others breake it at once by violence; 
yetall live as long as God = decreed, though Y_ 
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ſolong as was their duty, I ſhall not farther diſpute 
whether the terme of life be fixt or moveable. Job, 
methinks, hath clearely ſtated and determined the 
Queſtion, Job. 7. 1. 15 there nof an appointed times to man. 
wpon earth? are not his dayes alſo like the dayes of an hire- 
ling? An hireling hath his dayes of prefixt ſervice, 
and when they are expired, heis diſcharg'd from his 
labour, fo Jeb 14. 5. His dayes are determined, the 
number of his moneths are with thee, thon haſt appointed his 
bounds, that he cannot paſſe Itis true however, though 
God hath thus numbred out ourdayes, yet there 
are meanes proper to prolong our lives beyond the 
terme that God hath fixt in his decree, and ſuch as 
would prove availeable if applied : whoever dies 
might have lived longer,had the right meanes been 


.uſed. As Marthaſaid to Chriſt; Lord if thou badſt been 


here my Brother had no? died : So we may ſay, it ſuch 
meanesand remedies had been applied, death might 
have been "prevented. But withali we muſt obſerve, 
that that God who hath prefixed toevery one his 
terme of life, hath likewiſe ordained in his own 
counſell and purpoſe, that thoſe meanes which are 
proper to prolong it beyond that term, ſhall through 
ſome unavoidable miſtake or miſhap, either not. be 
known, or not uſed. This may bea ſupport unto us 
againſt fears of our own; and grief for the death of 


others; all our times axe in Gods hands, he meaſures © 


out every day tous ; and as he hath appointed the 
bounds, over which we ſhall not paſte; ſo he hath ap- 
pointed that we ſhall certainly reach them. His provi- 
dence diſpoſeth of the meaneſt and ſmalleſt concern- 
ments of mans life, and therefore much more of life 
it ſelfe$3 and if an haire of our beads cannot, _ 
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| Tefs then ſhall we our ſelves fall to the ground without 


our heavenly father. 
2. Secondly, As we know not the time, ſo net- 


ther the particular manner of our deaah, whetiteric 
ſhall be ſudden, or foreſeen; by diſeaſe, or caſualty : 
whether the thred of life ſhall be ſnapt in pieces by 
ſomeunexpected accident, or worn and fretted away 
by ſome lingring conſumption, or burnt aſunder by 
ſome fiery feaver. In*what manner and ſhape our 
death will appear to us we know not, this is a ſecret of 
Gods own breaſt. But whatever the ſhape be, if we 


endeavour by an holy life to prepare our ſelves forit , 


it ſhall not be frightfull nor terrible to us. 

But truely, the generality of the World are ſo little 
carefull to prepare for their death, as if they were 
Priviledged perſons, and had a proteCion given them 
from that arreſt, Though ;they ſee thouſands fall be- 
fore them, though death mowes down their friends 
and relations round about them, yet they live ſo ſe. 
cure and confident, as if they were not at all concer=- 
ned in thoſe examples, as if Gods hand cut off others 
onely to make the more room for them in the world, 
Who is there ſo fook hardy, that ſtanding near the 
marke of an Archer, and ſeeing one arrow fly over his 
head, another light at his feet : one glance by his right, 
another by his left hand; that will notat length be- 
thiok himſelfe of his danger, that by the very next he 
alſomay be ſhot and ſlain. Man is this marke at which 
Death 1s continually ſhooting, ſometimes the arrow 
flies over our heads, and flaies ſome great perſon, our. 
Superiour; ſometimes it lights at our feer, when it kils 
a Childe or Servant, or thoſe who are our inferiours : 


Sometimes it paſſeth by ourleft hand, and kills an 
Enc» 
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Enemy, at whoſe death poſſibly we rejoyce; and a- 
non it ſtrikes the friend of our right hand: Though we 
ſee all this; though we ſee our friends and foes, thoſe 
of all ſtates and ages drop down dead round about us, 
yetare we ſti]] as frollicke and careleſle, as if thisno- 
thing at all concerned us, whereas poſhbly the very 
next arrow may ſtrike us through the heart dead up- 
on the place. 'Tisa ſtrange and brutiſh Sottiſhneſle, 
that ſo many ſpectacles of Mortality cannot move. 

We read of that Victorious Emperor Eharls the 5th. 
that toengrare the deeper apprehenſions of his death, 
he cauſed his own funerals to be ſolemnized, while he 
wasyetliving. He laid himſelfe down in his Tomb, 
and had that rare fate of great Perſons, tobe lamented 
with true teares, atleaſt his own. Hoc videlicet rud;- 
menio ( asthe Hiſtorian ſpeaks) Caro lus vicine jaw 
mort; proludebat. If it were any helpe to prepare him 
tody, atlaſt, rea[ly, by dying thus firſt in emblem, we 
may almoſt daily have the ſame. *Twill beno great 
miſtake to accountevery Funeral weattend on, to be 
our own. Letus imagineour felves nailed up inthe 
Coftin, laid in the Grave, covered over with Earth, 
and putrifying to wormes and dirt : this is only but 
a few dayes toanticipate what ſhall be. « Not a Grave 
opens its mouth, but it plaioly ſpeazs thus much, that 
weare mortal] and periſhing; nota rottea bone, nor 
dead ſcull is ſcatered about it, bur tells us we mult 
ſhortly take up our abode with them 1n the ſame 
darkneſle, and corruption. And if uponevery ſuch 
fad occaſion we make not particular application of 
it toour ſelves, we not onely loſe our triends lives 
but their very deaths too; yet herein are we generally 
faulty : When God ſnatcheth them from us, we uſu- 


ally 


(13) 
ally reflet more upon the lolle, than the examplez 
and thereby as He deprives us of the comfort wehad 
in their lives, ſo-we deprive-onr ſelves of the inſttu= - 
Qion and benefit wemight have by their deaths. There 
are indeed few (unlefleit be thoſe who have quite 
deveſtced themſelvesofhumanity )but will ſoinetitnes 
conſider their frail -and mortall ſtate, at leaſt, when 
they ſee a patternof it before their eyes. Whet: they 
ſee departing pangs, diftorted eyes, quivering limbs, 
the wan and ghaſtly corps, the image of death in all its 
lively terrours; if they have any remainders of na- 
turall ſoftnefle left; it muſt needs ſtrike them with 
penſivenelde, to thinke that one day this-mult be their 
own caſe; fhortly all this muſt be ated over upon 
themſelves, But no ſooner is the dead interred, and 
the grave fill d,than all theſe ſage and ſerious thoughts 
vaniſh » and they returne again 'to the fame glat 
of luſts and pleafures as before, 

2 Let us therefore confider ( which was the ſecond 
Generall propounded ) whence it proceeds that men 
are ſo {tupidly irrationafl;, that though they all know 
they ſhall die; yet ſo few feriouſly prepare themſelves 
forit. Perhaps, upon enquiry, we fhall find the caufes 
of it to lie in theſe following particulars. 

x, Firſt, menare generally ſo immerſt in the buſi= 
neſles, and pleafures of life, that theſe fwallow up 
all ſerious thoughts of death, and preparations forit. 
They are employed about other things: like an heap 
of Ants that are buſily toyling to getin their provifion, 
without regarding the foot that's ready to cruſh them, 
Such are the impertinent and vain cares of men: one 
contrives how he may melt away his dayes in luxury 
and pleaſurez how he may by variety and choice of 
| invented 
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invented delights imp the wings of time, and make: 
the flow dayes and hours rolle:away faſter over him, 
Tis not likely theſe ſhould entertain any 'fober 
thoughts of dying, who thus like Prodigalls laviſh 
out their time , asif they could never ſee the bottom 
of it, and their ſtock could never be exhauſted. The 
unconcerning vanities of viſits and complements di- 
videtheir dayes; and the onely uſe they make of their 
time is to ſtudy how they may paſle it: till their end 
comes upon them unthought of, and ſoure death cuts 
them off in-the midit of all their fooliſh pleaſures. 

Some are buſily climbing up the ſteep aſcent of Ho- 
nour and Dignity,and are ſo wholly engagedin getting . 

romorions and new titles, that they forget their ola 
liyle of mortall creatures. They ſpend their lives in' 
purſuing a. puff of wind, an aiery fantaſtick thing, 
depending meerely upon the fond and irrationall o- 
Pinion of the giddy multitude, As counters, which 
as they are placed, ſtand for ſcores, or hundreds, or 
thouſands; butareall of the ſame value when had- 
dled together : fo truely, the honours which the am- 
bitious and gallant ſpirits of the world do ſo paſ- 
ſonately court, are as fititious as theſe, depending 
meerly upon common eſteem; when death comes 
to ſhuffle and huddle the Noble and Ignoble together 
in thegrave, what becomes of all the diſtance, and 
difference that-was between them? will the duſt and: 
aſhes of the one make obeyſance then, or pay reſpe& to 
theduſt and aſhes ofthe other? 

Others are plotting, with the Fool, haw they may 
grow rich, and lay up goods for many years, when yet 
they know not whether God will not take away their 
Souls this very night, and then what remains to _ | 
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of all that which they have ſcrap't together? Such 
men,methioks,may be well comparc« to ſumpter Hor- 
ſes< they are laden with arich treature, and attended 
with a numerous train of Servants; ut at night when 
their load is taken off, what remains tothem of all 
their carriage, but only the ſtripes and wearineſs cf the 
day? Vain men ! are theſe, the great importing things 
you ſet your hearts upon? Muſt the World drink up 
all your thoughts, and Death that will ſhortly ſnatch 

ou from all the enjoyments of it.be forgotten? Yet fo 
brutiſh are-we become , that though whatſoever we 
hold here be by the death of the former owners, yet 
 weareapt to look upon our ſelves as perpetual poſ- 
ſeſſors, and never think that we muſt part with it to 
others, as others have done to us. The Riches and Ho- 
nours which are but the duſt and ſmoke of this world, 
have ſoblinded onreyes, that we cannot diſcern the 
near approaches of death : And thus while we, Archi- 
medes like, are buſily drawing projects and defignsin 
the duſt, and are wholly intent about vainer ſpecula- 
tions than his, we mind not the Alarm, nor perceive 
the Enemy 1supon us, til we are ſtricken dead through 
thereins. 

Secondly, Men delay ſerious preparations for death, 
becauſe they generallylook upon it as afar off. Thoſe 
who are young think they muſt of courſe livetill they 
beaged?and the aged think that their decayes are not 
ſo great and ſudden, but that they mightwell weather 
out yeta few years more. The healthythink theyneed 
not prepare till they be ſummoned; and thoſe whom 
God doth ſummon bydiſeaſes and weakneſſes, think 
that yet 'tis poſlible they may eſcape them. And thus, 
though It may beGod hath told us out but a fewdayes 
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or hours, yet we reckon verybountifully of years and 
ages, as if our times were not in his hands,but our own. 
Men would need no longer Eternity , if God ſhould 
defer his ſtroke till they thought themſelves old e*- 
pough todye. Whiletheir Youth and Spirits revell it, 
and their blood runs dancing through their veines, 
the thoughts of death are. not come in ſeaſon with 
them -* Tisas great a /oleci/mee to think of their graves, 
as of going to bed at noon day. Theſe cold and 
phlegmaricke conſiderations are more fit for their de- 
clining years, and the winter of their lives, and they 
reſolve they will then think of dying when they are _ 
choaktup with coughs, and catarrhes, and can ſcarce 
ſee adeaths-head but thorow a paire of Spectacles: But 
what becomes of theſe reſolutions? When Age hath 
ſaow'd upon them , and froſt-bitten all their former 
pleaſures, yet even then ithey finde the dalliances that 
paſs between their Souls and Bodies,fo ſweet,that they 
are very loath they ſhould be broken off; and this 
prompts them to think (as weare apt tobelieve what 
we deſire )that as yet they ſhall not. They hope,they 

ve ſome time more to live, and ſo drive their death 
from year to year before them;& never think of dy- 
I0g,as long as they havelife enough left to think ofany 
thing. 

This is the verieſt dotage imaginable:for if it be true 
what the naturaliſts affirme,that no grown perſon car- 
rieth to the grave with him the ſame fleſh that he 
brought into the World, that the revolution of a few 
years gradually wears away the former body,and brings 
anew onein it's ſtead ;'it is ſtrangely groſle, that they 
ſhould think of living much longer, who have already 
out lived ſevcrall generations of themſelves; or that 
they ſhould not at length prepare for death, who have 

already 
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already buried themſelves, it may be eight or nine 
times over. Diſeaſes and naturall decayes have for 
many years laid cloſe ſiege to them , routing their 
guards, battering the walls of theirTeſb, and forcing 

the Soul to quit the outworks, and retire into the 
heart; yet the mad deſire of living makes them hope 
they ſhall hold out theſe ruines of life yet a while long- 
er; though they ſee many hundred others better 
man'd and fortifizd than themfelves,taken in upon the 
very firſt aſſault. | 

We are ſcarce ſo- wretchealy miſtaken about any 

thing, as about old Age. For firſt, Wereckon it a 
vaſt while thither. W hat a ſhew do threeſcore or 
fourſcore years make at a diſtance ? How numerous do 
the daies and hours appear?but thoſe who have attain- 
ed to them finde they all glide away in ſenfibly from 
them, and hardly know they have lived ſo long, bur 

that they have bought ſo many Almanacks. Certainly 

long life is like an evening miſt, and ſeemes far greater 
to usat a diſtance then when we are in it. 'Tis ſtrange 
how the different ſcituating our ſelves will mightily 
alter the proſpect of our years: while we look forward 

onthem fromYouth, they are all repreſented to us 
long and happy 3 but when we look back upon them 
from Age, they then appeare to have been ſhort and 
troubleſome a day to come ſhews farce longer to us 
than a yeare that's gone. *T1s high time for us to 
mend our accounts, and to eſtimate the years that 
aretocome, by thoſe that are already paſt. Thoſe 
thirty or forty years, which were judged by thee in thy 

Child-hood an unattainable age, how ſhort do they 
ſeem now when thou haſt out lived them ! What re- 
mains of them all, but that thou art grown bi:zz<c than 
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thou wert, and haſt the remembrance of ſome incon, 
fiderableaftions that were done 1n that time? Why 
then ſhould we —_ thirty or forty years yet tocome 
ſuchan huge gulpMas can never be waded through ? 
Remembrance can with one glance review. what's 
paſt, and why ſhould hope and expeQation lookeup- 
on what's to.come as boundleſle and infinite? Areall 
our winter dayes ſpent, and none but our ſummer in 
reſerve? Are-none remaining for us but the faireſt and 
the longeſ>ſurely both Hemiſpheres of our lives have- 
equall-Horizonsz and we ſhall fiade,that our paſt and 
future years have but juſt the ſame meaſure. 
Secondly, Moſt men preſume they ſhall live to ex= 

tremeage, A vainconfidence! As it God: would turn 
the world inte an Hoſpitall, andfill it with the old 
and decrepit. We havea proverb that Young-men 
may, butold men muſt dje : whereas obſervation will 
informe us, that incomparably fewer dye old than 
young: And thoſe too are fo worn out with crazy and 
languiſhing diſtempers, ſo tired with following the 
Funeralls of their. families, that they deteſt the age 
they formerly deſired, and execrate their grey haires, 
made ſuch as well by grietes, as years, This worldis 
Godsnurſery for eternity, and hewill not cumber ic 
with too many old trunkes. Deathi lyes every where 
in ambuſh for us:: The Jews reckon.up nine hundred 
and: three diſeaſes, but the caſualties weare ſubje& 
unto are certainly innumerabie. A-tile may braine 
us a peſtilential vapour out of the earth; {tjffle 
us, our houſes may bury-us under their ruines; our 
very meat and' drink may :choak-us; and; the meanes- 
to preſerve life may become the) inſtruments: of-our 

dcath. We read of ſome thata. flye, or a;grape- _ 
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have diſpatcht, that have died by plucking off an hair 
from their breaſts, God turning a very hair intoa 
ſpear to deſtroy them.OurSouls may leak out at ſome 
ſmall crack in thoſe hidden pipes of life , the veines. 
"Tis a ſtrange folly,” that we who are ſubjec& to ſuch , 
various diſeaſes and accidents ſhould yet dream of 
dying of no other but old:age. Did we but ſeriouſly 
conſider by what ſmall pins this frame of man is held 
together, it would appear noleſs than a miracle to 
us, that we live one day or hour to anend. 

Thirdly, Men think a few of their lateſt dayes and 
thoughts are enough to prepare them for death : They 
account itextream folly to lofe the delights of life, 
by ſti} jarring upon this ingratefull remembrance,that 
' they mult ſhortly dye, and therefore delay it till thoſe 
unwelcome Monitors, Age and Greyhairs, call loudly 
upon:them, till they can read'deep Emblems of their 
Graves in their hcllow eyes, and furrowed browes: 
and if ſomething muſt be done for their Soules;, it ſhall 
be onely a ſmall.courteſy at parting. Thus they devote : 
the Flower and Spirit of their years to (in and plea- 
ſure, and think, when-their time runs low, to put off 
God with the dregs of it, and content him with the 
Devils refuſe. Alas! The onely thing worth living 
foristody well. 'Tisnot to eat, ordrink, orfleep, 
or ſport, or talk; 'tis not to grow rich, or honouza- 
ble : But to learn how we may by a ſevere mortificati- 
on dy firſt to the world, and then outofit. And ig it Xen pudet revee 
not (as Seneca ſpeaks) a ſhame, that thou ſhouldeſt Nr ay 
deſtine tothis great buſineſs of life only thoſe rel1ques id ſolum temjus 
of thy time, which can be employed about nothing {ron yo 
elſes Istnever time to become new men, till you pnullem Lange 
are ceaſing to be; or of reforming your lives , till you f*rirfitSen.. 


debrey,vite- 
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areending them ? Are you reſolved tobe twice chil- 

dren,ere you wiil be born again. | 
Believe it, the vaſt concernments of your everlaſting 
ſtate require your freſheſt ſtrength and ſpirits. Tis 
not a dying ſigh will waft your ſouls overinto a bleſ- 
ſed eternity : *t15not to leave ſomewhat behind for 
pious uſes; nor at the laſt gaſp to recommend your 
ſelves into Gods hands , when you havebeen all your 
life long in the Devils. Tis not ſome chimney-prayer 
nor blanket devotions, nor thename of God brought 
up ina cough, that will ſuffice : heaven were a cheap 
prize could it be ſo lazely obtained. No, repentance 
1s quite another thing ; 'tis to ranſack the ſoul, to rend 
the heart, to demolliſh ſtrong holds, to rout thoſe 
legions by which weare poſleſt; in a word, 'tisto 
ike heaven by an holy force and violence - and what 
ſtnpendious folly is it to deferre this great work, (a 
work that will ſtraine every nerve of your ſouls to 
performe it well) 'cill the {luggifſhnefſe and infirmir- 
ties of old age oppreſs you? Think you, your ſouls 
can then vigorouſly beſtirre themſelves when they 
are grown ſtiffe with age, when your faculties are be- 
numbd, and your ſpirits congaled paſt the thaw of 
a fire/ Are they then fit for aGion when they lie 
wrapt about with tough and clammy flegme;, and bu- 
ried under ſloth and ſleep? Be perſwaded therefore 
inſtantly to breake off all delayes, and from this very 
moment to provide in good earneſt for your ſouls;leſt 
as the blandiſhments of the fleſh and the world make 
you now think it 1s too ſoone, ſo the ſudden ſurprize 
of death, and the dreadfull fight of a boundleſſe e- 
ternity ruſhing in upon you, make you hereafter cry 
out, itis to» late, too late. | 
3. Thirdly 
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3. Thirdly, Men generally put off ſerious thoughts 
of dying, becauſe of the terrors and inſupportable 
dread that ſuch apprehenſions bring with them. And 
therefore death is called by Job, the King of terrors : a 1ob-18-14. 
King that comes attended with a thouſand fantoſmes. | 
and frightfull apparitions. Who can without a ſhi. 
vering horror think of the ſeparation of thoſe dear 
companions, the Soul and Body, of the debaſement 
and diſhonours of the grave; that we mult lie ina 
bed af ſtench and rottennefle, undern coverletof 
crawling wormes, there moldering away to-duſtin 
oblivion ? Shortly we ſhall be no more our ſelves; we 
muſt change this ſubſtantiall life, a life that is really 
felt, and hath reall comfortsia it, we muſt change it, 
tolive onely in the inſcription of a tomb-ſtone, or 
| the memory of a friend: oureyes muſt no more be- 

| hold this dear and pleaſant lightz we muſt no more 
relliſh the delights of this world; all our fatre-layd 
projeds will be diſappointed, and weina moment 
: ſgatcht away from whatever we enjoyed or deſigned. 
: Now theſe are tooglogmy meditations for the joviall 
and frollicke world: Such melancholy thoughts of 
dying prove little leſle than executioners themſelves, 
and leave death but halfe its work. Humanenature 
abhorres them :. we find that Chriſt himſelf in whom 
it was moſt pureand ſpotleſſe, not gaſter'd by any 
of thoſe weake feares or fancyes that pervert our Lake 22.42 
Reaſon;yeteven he, as man, recoiles at that death, 
which, as God, he wasaſlur'd to conquer. 7 

The fulleſt aſſurance of heaven is ſcarce ſufficient 
todifarme the terrors of death, or reconcile usto it. 
Saint Paul, to whom God gave the unexampled fight 


of heaver, and diſcovered the ineffable glories, 
_ Ygnt, 
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light, and luſtre of that bleſſed place, is yet troubled 


tothink that the eternall poſſeſſion of thele can be 
no otherwiſe obtained than by dying. Loath the was 


todeſcend into Heaven through the Grave z and hav- 


ing been once caught up into Paradife, can ſcarce 


think of going thither any other way. We that are in 


this Tabernacle ( ſaith he) doe groane being burdens 
ed, not that we would beunclothed, but clothed upon, that 
wortality might be ſwallowed up of life. Though his fleſh» 
ly clothing, like theirs that travel in foule weather , 
become burthenſome with mire and wet, with fin and 
tears;though hegroan under the weighty preſlure, and 
would be glad to beeas'd and cleanſed at any rate; 
yet nature it ſelfe ſtartles when it ſees the rude hand 
of death ſtreacht out ready to undreſle him, and 


rather then this garment ſhould be taken off, would 


have itdipt in Light andGlory upon him. | 

T hus dreadfull 1s death to us, as men; but much 
more as ſinners. 'Tis the Gailt that deſerves it, and 
the Hell that followes it, that gives death its moſt hi- 
deous ſhape. We are not ſomuch affrighted at the 
grim and meagre looks of this Officer that is to arreſt 
us, asat the irefull countenanceof the Judge, that is 
to paſſe ſentence uponus : 'Tisnot the unfelt rotting 


in the Grave, or thoſe worms that muſt ſhortly 


feed upon their carkiſles, but the burning in Hell, and 
the reſtleſle ſtingings of that tormeating worm, that 
breeds in a putrid conſcience : . From theſe death re= 
celvs it's power and anguiſh, And therefore the A- 
poſtle tels us that the ſtirg of death ir fin,, And indeed, 
well may itbe the ſting of the firſt death, ſince it car- 
ries init the venome and poyſon of the ſecond. No 
wonder then,if thoſe who are conſcious to themſelves 


of 
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ofguilt dare not think of ſtariding before the dreadful. 
Tribunall of God. They cannot bear the thoughts of 
eternall Wrath and Vengeance,to befor ever inflicted 
by the almighty power ofan incenfed God. No won» 
Uerat all,that they thruſt far: from them the.:thoughts 
of - their dying day , becauſe they:preſage,. that zhat- 
day, whenfoever it comes, mult needs be an evil}-day: 
to themn.. -- | jt E: 
 Hhall adde no more; but onely make ſome appli-. 
cation of what hath been ſpoken. © © 
: \{t we all certainly know that we muſtdie, this Ofe 2 
a—_ teach us ſo. much wiſdome as not to ſet our ; 
affections eagerly upon any thing in this preſent | 
World, a World which we muſt ſhortly leave. Death 
will within a while pluck us from it, and it will prove 
a violeat rending to us, ifour affections : be inordi 
pately glewed unto it. Confider that all things tn this 
preſent World are but fading and periſting, but your 
precious ſoulesareeverliving andimmortall. Be not 
unequally yoak'tz do not joynan ever living, ſoul to 
dying comforts. This were a: yranny worſe. then 
 thatof Mezertivr, who (as the Poet tells us) bound the Virg Encid-s 
living to dead carkaſles. | (0423 *3%h 
. ' Itwasa perverſe uſe the 01d heathens made of the Fotentiburer-. 
neceſlity of dying , when 1n their feaſts, their. cu+ on 
ſome was to bring in a ſceleton to their Gueſts, there» ſervus fc aptm 
by exciting them to mirth and voluptuouſneſſe, while * <7 gu 
they.could relliſh ſuch delights, ; becauſe ſhortly they ,,, i« imen 
muſt be as much duſt and benes as whatthey ſaw. This pot? fc#eren- 
is the common theme of Horace, Awacreon, and all ther moron 
{ 3 pps.) if 5 2h OO $3. &7tl Y © oQr133 . e, +1 emel itery 
abceifſer 6 Catenatio mobilis aliquot figures exprimgret, Trimalcia adjecit, Hen,beu cow miſeros uk 
Puary —_— niles / Sis ermus cunJ1 poſtquam nos anferet 07s. Ergo viuvemus dam licet efſe 
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Kpicwreah ftyge. i Like thoſe, z Cor, $32. Let Wnt. 
Be end aterew inſtalls bw £ | 3.n:a:4Þ 
' How - much better improvement doth the Apoſtle 
make ofit_ « Cor. 7. 29. The tine is ſhort, it remgineth 
therefore, that they that have wives be as ti gh abey had 
one, and they 'thut weep, as thongh they wept not; and they 
thabrejoxce, . as though they rejoyced not; and they that buy. 
as though they poſſeſſed not 5 and they that uſe this world; 


. ar. not abuſing it, for the faſhionof this world paſſeth away. 


What folly is it to.toil, and wear. out ;pur lives. 
ia the purſuit of thoſe vain things from which we 
may 6 rug before wecan caſtanother look at 
them | | | 

Go Fool, anddoteupon thy ows, orothers bean- 
tyz butknow with all, thatſhortly a neſt of wormes. 
will breed there, and fuck.corruption and naſtineiſe 
out of that face, which hath been thy pride, and .the 
bebolders fin and ſhame. , ST 1 

Go Worldling, rake together thy wealth, 


 hoord up thy Freafures, but know withall,' that af 


all thy :poſſeffions thou fhalt ſhortly need nomore 


' then will but ſuffice tobury thee, Gold and Silver 


are too heavy lading to be. carried into the-ather- 
World; nothing of them ſhallgo with thee, unlefle 
it be their ruſt to witnefle againſtithee. ' Ifchare be 
any re, 'whether tliou live-zick/ or poor, :ho- 
nourable orideſpiſed , in pain or inpleaſure, yet cer- 
tainly there ivnone when thowucomeſt to dye... What 
isit to'a 'dying'man, whether his Chamber berichly 
furniſht ornot,. whether heibreathe out his. ſoul in-a 
Palace, or in a Cottage? We ſhall not take pleaſure in 
ſumming up oar eſtates, -and counting how'much 


worth we ſhall dy, and how many hundreds or og. 


j and 
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hg we ſhall Jeave behinde ns: | Thefe'things will 
be then as farre from being our care, as they are now 
from being our concernments. 

Letthe Voluptuous man. purſue his delights and 
paſtimes, but let him know withall that he doth bue 
thruſt away his dayes to make way for death : That 
houxre is coming, when hewill more earneſtly wiſh to 
gain time then ever heſtudied to ſpend it. 

Let the Ambitious court honours and prefer- 
ments, but withall let him know; it will beno great 
comfort. to him in death, that he falls under a bigger 
nameand title than others. What are they when they 
ſtand upon the higheſt pinacle of. worldly dignities, 
but bladders ſwel'd up with the breath of the popular 
' Fout, Nothings ſet aſtrutt, Cheſſe-men that on the 

board play the King and -Nobles, but inthe bagge 
areof the ſame Materials, and Rank with others? 
_ Though now itbe hard to perſwade men of theſe 
things, yet powerfull and eloquent death will cer- 
tainly perſwade them, better then all the Sermons or 
Demonſtrations that ever they heard; Athigh noone 
things caſt but a ſhort and little fhadow; but in the 
declining eveniag theſe ſhadowes are extended toan 
buge length and vaſt dimenſions : So 'tis with us; in 
the high noon of our age, in the heat and vigorous 
warmth of-our blood, the world ſeemes to caft but 
' Jittle ſhadow, all things in it to us bright and 
orientz but when our evening begins to decline, and 
our dayes ſhut in, when our eyes ſhall fwim in night 
and darkneſs, 'then the ſhadowes are extended, and all 
the bright and glictering things of the world will ap- 
. pear tous nothing but gloomineſle and horrour. 
. Secondly, Since weal!l m that we ſhall dye, let 
i - 2 


this 
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this ſerve:to extiort. us ſeriouſly to prepare forour 
death. . That our ſouls are immortal and muſt live 
for ever, is adjQate of Nature it ſelf, if we hadnt 
Scripture to confirm it. And thoſe who have ever ven- 
 rured todeny it, have rather ſpoken their wiſhes than 
/ belief.. They are divine ſparkes kindled onely by 
the breathof God; and the fame'breath that kin- 
dled them hath likewiſe pronounced” that they ſhall 
never dye, Shortly they muſt lanch forth into eterni- 
ty; and know; by experience the truth of thoſe im- 
preffions that God hath ſtampr upon them concerning 

theirownendlefle duration. , 
'Twillnot be many years nor dayes hence, till every 
oneof us be in oureternal ſtate; there ſtands nothing 
between usandit, but this thin mud-wall of our bo- 
dies--a weak fence; _— _— _— _— 
. - -.4 TIES ASINAY EVETY Uay and: houraſſaultus What 4- 
— pacharſes ſaid of thoſe who fſaild , that they werebut 


oF 


'Weare but four inches removed from death ind e- 
.ternity. Nay, a wound that digs not' halfe ſo deep 
may diſpatch us. Qur ſoules are in our bodies onely 
as alittle aire included in a thin bubblez and when 
.that-breaks, oh whator whereare we? Gone in an in- 
[Gant out of all the buſineſſes and pleaſures 'of this 
preſent life, into aneſtateforeverunchangeable.” - | 
Now what is your care, and what do you'chiefly 
bufie your ſelves about? Death is approaching you 
armd withten' thouſand woes and plagues; andis it 
time for you to trifle away your precious moments 
(moments on which depends your eternity) in ſports, 
or complements, or impertinent employments? Is it 
time for you to muſe what garb you will weare, what 
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_ four inches removed. from death, is true of usall, 
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viſit you will make , whether at this houſe or the 
next; what recreation ſhall paſſe away to morrow, 
whether the hawkeor the hound, when all this while 
death hath -you in full chaſe? * + 
. White you are ccontriving your profi's and plea- 
ſures, your recreations and employments ; and ſha- .. 
ring out yourlives among them, a ſudden, unſeen, 
and unthought of hand of God ſaatcheth you from 
them all, -and alltheſe vaine thoughts periſh with 
you.  Isthis providing foreternity? is this improve- 
your ſhort time, and few minutes for heaven? 
Pity it is that ever a precious and -immortall ſoul 
ſhould be intruſted to the care and management 
ſach brytes, who by minding nothing but their ſen» 
ſuall eaſcxand delights, their food and fodder, de- 
grade it.in this world, and deſtroy it in the next. - 
Now, to provideforeternity, I know no better rule, 


than todoe nothing but what thou might'ſt be conten« 


ted. to be found doing when Chriſt ſhall come to 


judge thee: toliveſo, avif every day were thy laſt, 


andthe very next to. eternity. . If it benot ſo, itis 
more than you , -or I know. Since we havenoaſſur- 
ance of aday or hour longer, it is but reaſon and 


wiſedom to look upon every one as the laſt, 
Suppoſe now-your chambers darkned, your friends 


Randinground your beds mourning aver you, a ſad 


filence filling all the place, nothing heard but your 
grown or theirs to anſwer yours; when your ſgules 
1tting on your lips ſhall look over into eternity and 
flatter tobe gone; when they ſhall, like, the flame 
of an expiring lamp, vibrate and catch at the ex- 
hauſted body , how would you then ſpend that ſmall 
ſcantling of remaining time? Would yon be laying 
- + # up 
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wp for years? wonld. you be contriving for: your 
vaine pleaſures, or ſend for your idle and debaucht 
companions, to laugh and jeſt away that laſt hour 
as well as the reſt? No; theſe deſignes, and this 
mirth are now daſh't; now the neceſlitiesof the ſoul 
_ to crow'd bard upon you the fight of 'a ſevere 
Jadgeand dreadfull tribunall, the worryings of an 
accuſing conſcience, the fearfull reviewof paſt fins, 
and expetation of attending torments, now ſhake 
out all ſuch, once fo delightfoll and contenting, 
thoughts: and now when your ſouls aredeparting out 
of your bodyes, they begin to come into your re- 
-membrance, E2: 

Hearken tothe voice of dying men, what ſay they? 
'Oh, that God would pardon and accept them! Oh 
that He would ſpare them a little to repent. and re- 
forme !' orelſe, Oh thathe would aſſure them of his 
favour, and receive them to his mexcy/ This is the 
language,and theſe are the caresof thefick-bed, when 
death comes nigh to them, and looks them in 
the face; and why isit 'not your care now in your 
Health and ſtrength? What aſſurance baveyou, that 
you krenot now as nigh death as thofe who lie thus 
languiſhing, and complaining of their folly forneg- 
ktivg their ſouls til this laſt 'hour? Ged doth not 
alwayes give warning, but ſome heſtrikes ſaddenly; 
and forought we know, we may be as neare our deaths 
As thoſe om their friends and phyfitians have given 
over.” -- AE | EG 27131 
However, ſhould God ſpare you longer, yet the 
duration of your life is moſt uncertaine; and'to de- 
lay our preparations for death, upon.the uncertaine 
continuance of life, is fach ſtupendous —_” 
an 
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dndfolly., : that gertainly- were there not witeh- eraft- 
and ſorcery) uſed 'upon us by the Devil, a men that 
bath thefreecommand of his wits and Reaſon, could 
never be:guilty of. as 
' Nightis haſtning , and ſpreading it's wings overus5 
the grave expeas us, and bids its other corps make 
roome; deathiis graſping us in its cold armes, and 
ready tocarry usto the dreadfull tribunal; and yet 
how little of ourgreat work is done ? We burne away 
our precious dayes, and miſerably waſte our light 
andourlife, weexhauſt our ſtrength , and laviſh out 
our affetions upon toyes and fond - nothings; and 
that life of ours which the Pſalmiſt call's a tale, for its 
ſhortneſſe, we make a tale for 'its vanity. We ſpend 
it moſt frivolouſfly, till the dayes of darknefſe, which 
 aremany,come upon uszand then think to-prepare for. 
eternity when we are fit for nothing elſe, and leaſt of 
all for that. | Ft 
-. Some fad inſtances there have been of thoſe who 
havingnegletted-thisgieat work till theend of their 
life, have-then ſpent that lietle remnant of time they 
hadin crying-out for-more:: Itmay be ſo with py if 
your conſciences'benot _—— YR than by the 
paine and difquiet_ of your ſick-beds: you will then 
with horror cry out, moretime, Lord, moretime! but 
it will cot begranted , the terme is fixt, the laſt hour 
hath ſtruck, theJaſt ſand is run; and as you and your 
workes are then found, ſomuſft you intoeternity. 
Methinks, thisis'ſuch a conſideration as muſt needs 
prevaile with -a]l the world : Our time 1s but ſhore 
and momentary, we are but of yefterday,and poſfibly 
may not beto morrow; and God hath ſuſpended e- 
ternity upon the tmprovement of this moment ; a few 
hours 
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hours will determine: our everlaſting condi tion, iand 
according as they are ſpent ſo muſt our: doome! be; 
either eternall .happiceſſe, or eternall- miſery; and 
why ſhould our precious ſouls be ſo vile in:oureyes as 
taloſe-zhem,for very; {loath and carelefleheſſe #why 
ſhould: we. hearken tothe ſuggeſtions of the fleſh, or 
the, allurements of the World ? Stand off, we:are 
working for Eternity, an Eternity that-is but a few 
Gayes hence, a boundleſle, a bottowleſſe, and endlefle 
teinto which we know not how ſoon;we may en+ 
ter. . This isa motive that cannot but crete ediins 
al with. all that have their right underſtandings about 
them. But many are fo ſtrangely beſotted by the De-+ 
vill, that though they hear theſe truths,- truths that 
they cannot deny, that they cannot doubt of, yet 
they liveat ſucha rate of fin and ſecurity, as if their E- 
*ternity were to be expected here, ornone to be ex- 
petted hereafter. | | 
_ Now if we haye carefully prepared our ſelves for 
death, it will be. tous a repoſe 1aſgead of. a terror. The 
Scripture doth frequently com pee it tofleep, andit 
is indeed the moſt natural reſemblance that can be 
given. While weare aſleep we neither ſee nor heare, 
all our ſenſes are lockt up, we enjoy none of thede- 
lights of life, no comfort in our friends, in our riches 
or eſtates, all thoſe things are cancelled out of our 
memories; and what more than this can death doe to 
abeliever> And therefore they are ſaid to Seep is 
Jeſus, 'Tisa {l eep that gives them reſt from their la- 
bour s, aſleep that opens their eyes which were be- 
fore benighted with ignorance and error, aſleep that 
deprives them of thedeep and muddy light ofthis 
world, but brinzs to the vaſion of that radiant _ 
| an 


and fountaine of all light 
forever baſke and ſun themſelves. | 

Why ſhould we then be 1o terrifyed at the appre- 
henſions of death? We may truely fay,the bitterneſſe 
of itis paſt, 'its ſting is raken out. Wemay ſafely 
take this Serpent into our boſoms: though it hiſle 

ainſt ue, it cannot wound us. Yea inſtead of woun- 
ding us, 'tisreconcil'd tous, and become one of our 
party. And therefore when the Apoſtle is drawing 
upa Chriſtians inventory, he reckons death as part 
of his goods: Whether life, or death, or things preſent,” 
' or things to come, all are yours, 1. Cor. 3. 22. Andſo 
Philipp. 1. 21. To me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gaine, 
And well may a Chriſtian count death among his 
gaines, ſinceitis the hand of death that draws the 
curtaineof thegreat tabernacle, and Jets us in to ſee 
God face to face in that palace of ineſtimable majeſty, 
where we ſhall have theſtrong rayes of his glory beat 
full upon us, and beour ſelves made ſtrong enough 


to beare them. 


Yeatheſe bodies.of ours, which are the onely part 
that can ſuffer dammage, (hall have it abundantly re- 
com —_ _” > -ant—ncge They are ſown in weake- 
zeſs5,but ſhall be raiſed in power; they are ſown in diſhonour, 
erty Theſe Ca and al code ſhall 
then become impaſlible as Angells, ſubtile as aray of 
n, and nimble as the wings 


but raiſed in glory. 


light, bright as the ſu 


of lightning. 


-_ . 


(33) 


s, in whole beames Angells 


Having thus exhorted you to prepare for death, I 
know not how farther to infarce it upon you with 


greateradvantage, than by propounding to you the 
example of this noble —_ deceaſed, whoſe whole 


life 


I. Eor.IF.43. 


(34) | 
life was-a more ſerious preparatien for death, than 
moſt mens dying thoughts. He well knew the nobility 
of his extraction would be no excuſe to him from the 
peremptory fummons of death ; neither did he make 
It any excuſe to him from an induſtrious and tri 

paration for it. This he teſtifyed by the ſeries of 
his whole life, in which there evidently appeared 
ſuch an aw of God, and a reall ſenſe of true Piety 
and Religion, as clearely evincd he had ſtrong and 
habituated meditations of that great levelling day, 
wherein the higheſt ſhall ſtagd upon no higher ground 

' thanthe meaneſl. | 
. He did not think Religion any (taine tohis honour, 
nor minding heaven to be the employment of thoſe 
onely who have nothing on earth. Indeed irreligion 
and Atheifme are now reckoned as a piece of good 
breeding among the great ones of the world: *tis now 
counted as a figne of a degenerous and low-ſunke 
Spirit, to acknowledge even God himſelf for their 
Superiour. Thoſe are cryed up as the Wits: of the 
time, who can daringly difpute itagainſt whatſoever 
is facred in Chriſtianity; yea againſt the being of God 
himſelf. *Tis now become an argument of -ajudici- 
ous and galſant mind}, to call. into-queſtivn the moſt 
fandamentall maximes of our faith, andthe authoni- 
ty to0-of thoſe. holy oracles- that confirme them. 
Reaſon alone isextolled as the beſt and moſt ſufficient 
guide both in matters of beliefe and pradtiſe::-and 
they appeale to that for their judge, which common» 
ly by their debauches and intemperancies, they either 
ſo corrupt that it will not difcerne thetruth., orelſe 
_ fſoſot and ſtupify that it cannot. . And thus as the 
moon'when it is at the greateſt oppoſition: to the ww 
| | "a 


(35) | 
ſo theſe think their Reaſon then ſhines brighteſt, 
when it ſtands at the greateſt oppoſition to God. 

This noble perſon, whoſe Reaſon had as fleet a 
wing, and could ſoareas higha pitch as any of theirs 
who pretend to nothing above it, yet ſaw it Reaſon 
togive his faith the precedency, and alwayes found 
more acquieſcence in a Thus ſaith the Lord, than in 
the moſt criticall reſearches, and poſitive concluſions 
of his Reaſon. So reverend an eſteem had he for thoſe 
ſacred dictates of Scripture , that though his witand 
parts ſhone forth to admiration, in whatſoever he 
pleaſed to employ them about, yet henever preſum- 
ed tocxerciſe them on that common place of abuſing 
Divine verities ; he was not athbitious to commence 
a wit by blaſphemy , nor did he pretend to ingenuity 
by being impious; but whereas too many uſe their wit 
in jeſting at them, he ſhewed his holy wiſdome in be- 
lieving and obeying» Other books he made the or- 
nament of his minde, this the guide of his life : he 
knew what others, but did what God fpake. 

He was not made a Chriſtian” out of old heathensz 
nor owed his vertues to the ſage precepts of Platarch 
or Epideins. Theſe are now become the Penmen 
and Evangeliſtsof our young gentry : Sereca is with 
them preferred before Saint Pa#!, though his chiefeſt 


 .__ eredit bethat he wrote ſo well that ſome havemiſtak- 


ingly thought him Pals diſciple. The vertue of this 
noble perſon acknowledged a more divine originall , 
being formed in him by the ſame Spirit that gave him 
rules to a it. This taught him to outftrip in true 
wiſdome, temperance and fortitude, not onely 
whatſoever thoſe ſtarch't and formall moraliſts did, 
but whatſoever they wrotes and whereas they pre- 
F 2 ſcribed 
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ſcribed but theexerciſe of vertue , He ſublimared it, 
and made it grace. 

Next to his abfolute ſubjeQion to God, was his 
obedience unto his honourable, and now diſconſo- 
late Mother, wherein he was to ſucha degree punt. 
all, that as her wiſdome commanded nothing but 
what was fit, ſo his duty diſputed not the fitneſle of 
things beyond her command. His demeanour to- 


wards her was moſt ſubmiffive, towards all obliging, 


that 'twas but the ſame thing to know and admire him. 
His converſe gave the world a fingular patterne of 
harmelefle and inoffenfive mirth, of a gentility not 


 madeup of fine cloathes, and hypocriticall courtſhip; 


a ſweetneſſe and familiarity thatat once gain'd love, 
and preſerv'd reſpe&; a grandeur and nobility ſafe in 
'1ts own worth, not needing” to maintaine it ſelfe by 
a jealous and moroſe diſtance. ; 
Never Gid vice in youth find a'more confirm'd 
goodneſs, Soimpregnable was he againſt the temptati- 
ons thatgaine an eafie acceſle to thoſe of his rankeand 
quality, that they could neither infinuate into himby 
their allurements, nor force him by theirimportuni- 
ties. Nor did hethipk it enough to ſecure his mind from 
the infection of vice, unleſs alſo he ſecured his fame 
from the ſuſpicion of it. Some indeed owe their inno- 
cence: to their dullneſſe and ſtupidity, and are onely 
not vicious, becauſe not witty enough to be takingly, 
and handſomely wicked. His vertte was of choice,and 
the ſevereſt exerciſe of it mingled: with ſuch charmes 
from his parts and ingenuity, thathis very ſeriouſ- 


neſs was more alluring, than thoſe light divertiſments 


in others which intice onely becauſe they pleaſe. 
His app1chenfion was quick and piercing, his memory 
faithfull 


_ *  — ——— ——_ 


—— 
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faithfull and retentive, his'phancy ſprightfull and a&- 
ive; and his judgement over-ruling them all, neither 
prejudicated by vulgaropinions, nor eaſily coſened 
by: varniſhe and plauſible error. | 

After all this, there can be nothing wanting to make 
up a moſt compleate and abſolute perſon, but only ig« 
duſtry to quicken his parts, and time to ripen both to 
perfection. His induſtry was remarkable in the afſidus- 
ouſneſle of his ſtudies, where he ſpent not his hours in 


 Playes or Romances, thoſe follies of good Wits ,but 


in the diſquiſition of ſolid and maſculine knowledge: 
in which he outſtripteven thoſe, who were to depend 
upon learning for their livelyhood, and had no other 
revenue than what aroſe out of their fruitfull and 
well cultivated braines. And as for that other, I mean 
time,to maturate theſe growing hopes, that ſad Provi- 
dence which hath called us together to this mournfull 
ſolemnity, hath denied it, by a ſudden and ſurprifing 
ſtroke cutting off his dayes, and thereby rendring 
that vertue, thoſe parts, that induſtry, uſeleſle tous in 
any thing but the example, and1I ſhould ſay unprofi- 
table to him too,butonly,that which he never had op= 
portunity to imploy in this world, hath, I doubt net, 


fitted him for a better. 


- 


F INIS. 
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Ty 
oe N 


Upon the death of the Honourable 


ALGERNON GREPIL, Eiq; who 
dying in Magdalen Colledge Oxon, was cat - 
ried to Farwicke, and there buried, 


AX) Hen rich old 24/ers dye, fuch obſcquies 
| Claim only $4ble. weeds, not weeping eyes: 
Their cloathes are the ſole mourners, the ſpruce heire 


aaahte608 — | 
PR 
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| © Oe and ſurnts up the maſly bags, that were 
queath'd by Will or elſe togain belief, 

Subornes /queez'd tears, falſe witneſſes of prief. 

_ Whilſt Hezrs mourn thus, our lofſe muſt dearercoft, 
They gina treaſure, wea treaſure loſt. 

In this our Noble Friend death faatcht away 
What Nature can't in hopeful bzrths repay. 

A manly beauty dwelt upon his face, 

Each 4Gi0z harbour'd, and each Limb a grace, 
Such were his native charmes, his very Sight 
Subdued hearts, and conquer'd without fight. 

He ſcarce halfe his Nob:/ity did owe 

Toth' Lordly blood that in his Veines did flow : 
Refined parts and matchlefſe worth combin'd 
- To makea conſtellation in hismind.$ 1 
He grac't our Muſes: while his life did laſt | 
Oar 1fis might for Helicon have paſt, | 
But as Earth pregnant with the wealthy it Ore . 
Changes the private Lordit had before, 


And o 
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And growes a royal mine; whilſt the Lands ar 
Forfeited for the golden crop they beare : + 
Such was his caſe;his Soul too bright and pure 
For our dull earth, became Heavens forfeiture. 
T hat early worth that we ſo much commend 
Conſpir'd, great Soul, to antedate thine end. 
Death well may triumph fiace it ſlew in thee 
Compendiouſly an Univerſity, 
What ever Galen talkes, when ſuch men fall 
Sickneſs, though ſngle's Epidemicall. 
But that our ſorrows might anew commence 
A ſpightfull Hearſe proudly convey'd thee hence, 
Raviſhtthine aſhes, Thou'rt departed thus | 
Oxcetothy other Friends, but twiceto us. 
Such pompe was de to theeg to us wnkind , 
Tofetch the objed, leave our griefs behind. 
Was 'tnot enough-we loſt thy vital breath, 
But we muſt feel pangs of awother death, 
And loſe thine amiable carps * bereft . 
Of thoſe dear reliques that thy {ickneſle left? 
It ſeems poore Magdalen deſerv'd to-have 
Neither Thee living, rior whea dead, thy grave. 
Yer ſtill in ſpight of Death,and Hearſes, we 
 Will1n our Souleserec a Tomb for thee. 
T hough doubly bankrupts, rob'd of all that's thine 
In mournfull hearts thy mem'ry we'll ioſhrine. 
And whilſt the Marble where thy Body ſleeps 
With /erſeleſſe tears the change of weather weeps, 
We weep thy change, thy blooming hopes lament, 
Our grief ſhall be thy lively monument 
We ſpeak thine Epitaph to ſkiltylleares, 
And when words fail, we'l ſpeak the reſt in tears. 

| W. H, 

Bleft 


Aomer. I. 21. 
Iliad. 


(40) 
Bleſt Magdalen, 


Hy votary inſpire, ſo ſhalt thou be 
At once his Saint, and his Melpomene: 
Tell himybleſt Saint, for thou alone canſt tel], 
The number of thoſe vertues which did dwell 
In this one Heroe,tor thou knew ſt him well, 
Thou ſaw'{t him-when he ſtood,and when he fell. 
'Twas on the Vigil to thine owne great day 
He did expire'then thou didſt weeping ſay , 
Ah! how could thy feayers fire have been wept out!.. 


And here thou mad'ſta pauie when once again, 
Rallying thy ſcattered (ighs into one main 
Body of ſpeech, thou thus purſued'ſt thy grief —. _—_. 


Thou had'ſt not then, nor thus expir'd, thy blood 

Had undiſturbed flow'd; thy crimſon floud 

And vital oyle had-ne're turn'dtoa flame, 

As Xanthus waves did once,when fir'd by th' lame 

And limping god : Thy azure veines had nerre 

Conceiv'd a fire more glowing hot then ere 

Typheus felt on whome the gods that day 

T hat Phlegra's field was fought did Z#tna lay, 

Could all thoſe brooks and ſtreams which ſmoothly 

lide ry 

And wok that Colledge walls wherel preſide 

Have quencht thy fire thou hadſt not been confurvd 

In flames like Pliny to Veſuvins doom'd : | 

At leaſt, not till thou had'ſt like plizy ſeen 

Learning's vaſt Empire, or like him had'{t been 

Monarch in letters: for great ſpirits know 


Nothing, if ought remain unknown below. 
Thus 


(41) - 
Thus Czſar thought his armyes nought had done, * Lucan lib. 2. 
If there unconquer'd lay beneath the Sun ''' - {edCale nm 
One towne, one ſpot of ground, not yet march't o're Vil _—_ col 
He judg'd all vaine that he had done before. - + dens dum quid 
Could all thoſe gentle gales, which fan theaire; ſupereſſe _ 
And with ſoft whiſpers coole thoſe Climats where | 
The dog-ſtarr's bliſter'd tongue creates a heate 
Which onely hell in tormenrs can repeate, 
Have ſav'd they breath, or calavd thy raging fire, 
Thou had'ſt ſurviv'd, nor had the fatal] pyre , - 
On which lifes taper burr'd been thine own bed; 
As when the Trojaz [ord from Dido fled, VirgiL1. 4. 
Her bed her hallow'd altar was, and there Eneid, 
She ( both the Prieſt, and victim) did expire 
Thus the ble'ſt Saint did her beſt fon bemoane, 
T hus tender Kache/ wept, when there was none 
Of her dear babes unſlaughter'd left; when gore, 
Swelling like waves, turn'd what was heretofore 
Dry land, toa red ſea, where ſhipwrackt lay. 
Infants, ſcarcelanch' forth from the womb, their bay. 
Thus ſpake the Saint,then wept,then dry'd her tears 
( Her falling tears) with her diſhevell'd haires. 
Then ſpake againez (Ido remember well ) 
And ſtrictly charg'd me, Goz this meſlage tell 
To this fall'n Heroe's Mother ——— — 
Madam, | 
Aſſwage your griefe,there's glory in his death, 
In this laſtaQt there's gallantry: his breath 
Redid ſurrender up, ſurrounded by 


A feavers hoftile flathe, which ſwift did flye 


Through veines and arteryes, and through each part 
Did poſt untill it ſeiz'd upon the heart, 


This noble death the Pheyix dyes, the ſame 
_ G Dye 


/ +# 


Luca |.;. 


(42) 
Dye Martyrs; onely inſe&s live i'th' flame. 
This the firſt man that cut the tratleſle ſkye, 


Soaring above that flat, whereon welye, 
Rode in a flaming Caroch, and hismarch 


By fire he made to heaven's ſpapgled Arch. - 
Thus the brave Brachmans do aſcend thepyre (fire, 
As ſome mount Thrones, and kiſle thoſe flames, that 
Surmounting fate, they ſcorne tolive or dy, __ 
As ſhe their thred of life would looſe or tie. 
Thus the great world ſhall by a feaver dye, 
Asdy'd this lefſe, andin it's embers lye. 


| 7.F. 


On the Death of the Honourable 
ALGERNOONE-GREVILL, 
Eſquire. | 


Ow like a ſtream 1s life ? fo doth it flye; 
So [mifteft run, when the deſcent is high 
The nabler bodies like the heav'as expire | 
Fall not by age, but by a haſty fire. 
The world's afeaſt, theſe well bred gueſts won't ſtay 
Till /urfeitizg, but taſte and fo away. 
| Death is a birth, and flefh the fecundine, 
Great ſoules it can't like ſpringing Babes confine 
Such (* Muſes ) was your Friend ; how oft thoughtye 
When from our breaſts ſnatcht our great Bo# ſhall be 
To make heay'n more it ſelfe, aid teach above - 
The wondring Angels his Seraphicke love; 
This Sun reſtores our day, our Iſis ſtreams ' 
Shall owe aluſtreto theſe daz'ling/beams. 
But ah /1ts true, he's quickly paſt our fight; * oo 
And 


(43) 
And growes ;-viſible, that growes in light 
It's fatall for the beames that dazle eyes 
Te make them water too : The ſtarres that riſe 
Up ſooneſt, ſooneſt fall : and ſuch wert Thou 
( Bright foul) light dawn'd about thy i»-fart brow. 
As bright thy birth, as if the teeming morne 
Thee equa)l twin with day te ſelf had borne. 
Thus-ſun like did'{t thou riſe, and like him run : 
As ſoone thy courſe through all the Arts was done. 
Whilſt noble blood is others rabricke note, 7 
That markes them hohydayes to eaſe devote, 
Books were thy Ocean, and for pearle thy trade, 
Of-times leaſt ſavds a chain of pearle was made. 
Thy Pilot at the ſtrejights the Stagyrite, 
The /ead his Gloſſers, lead at leaſt for weight. 
Now 1n a Poets plea ſure-boate did'ſt row, 
Round loves Y#lcaro's, and his hills of ſnow, 
Then cut the deep, and ridethe bloody ſea 
Of 0b-s and Sols wrangling philoſophy. 
How oft did truth outof this foemeariſe, 
And like a 7exus from the froath ſurprize ? 
Books wereas waps to thee, one daſhor ſpot 
- Wouldnotea towne, asit thou had'ſt begot, 
Not found the notions, which their glories ſhed 
Around that ſpangled firmament , thy head. 
Where gen':10us thoughts the winged Angells were 
Ready toſerve thy God,or Friends, incleare 
Flames of devotion, mounting up above, 
Whenceat returne they taught :thee ſure to love. 
So like thy goodnefle Now , was thine below, 
Greater it can o# high, not better grow. 


A.C. 6 C.C.C. 
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On the Death of the Honourable 
AL GERNOON GREV IL, Eſq; 


An He be dead? why did no Comet fall? 

(Line Blazing ſtar attend his funerall? 

Can heavens ſnatch him hence and not preſage 
The ſudden period of his unripeage? | 
Flaſhes of lightning before thunder fly, 

Warning tavoyd approaching deſtiny, 

But Fates bold hand,reſolving to ſtrike ſure, 
Doth by ſurprizing haſte prevent a cure. 

Nature and Arts perfeGtion, their juſt pride, 

As ſoon as ſeen the angry heavens hide. 

A manly grace dwelt on his youthfull brow, 
And his high blood in Scarlet ſtreams did flow. 

T wo houſes here agree; the lilly ſeems 

To twine his amy'rous ſnow with rofie beams. 
Much greater was the brightneſle of his mind, 
That Sun that in his body was confin'd. 

I'th' blooming prime of youth, Some praiſed be 
By conceiv'd hopes, He by maturity. | 
Where other Springs ſhew bloſſomes fairely blown, 
His was an Harveſt, and had fruit full grown, 

No plow of age had dug up wrinckles here, 

Yet hoarie ſhockes of virtue ripe appear. 

A Feaver, Z'nalike, his bowels burns, 

And's parched body intoaſhes'turns, 

When Troy was all on fire, #nea: fled, 

And from the flames Palladium's raviſhed. 

His ſou! was nota Salamarder,ſure, 

Nor could -in's body's furaace long indure,  ' 


But 


[4 
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But, Phenix like, he doth in flames expire 
Altar, and Sacrifice, t appeaſe Joves ire. 


S. L, 


— 


On the Preproperous Death of the moſt 
early accompliſht Gentleman, Mr. 4 L- 
GE RNOON GREVIL, ſecond 
Brother to the right hono- 
rable, Robert Lord 
BROOKE. 


Propheſid as much, I ſtill foretold, 
That ſuch an Ezech could not here grow old. 
I had Caſſardra's 5kill; but her fate too, 
Still ſpake zzcredibly, however true. 
Thoſe ſpeakipg beams, which darted from his eyes, 
Like Comets, did preſage his obſequies. 
Such a Marce/lus, when I gaztd upon, 
I read his fall in his perfe&7o. 
I fear'd his early ripeneſſe, and did ſay, 
Night muſt ſoon follow ſuch a full-blown day. 
He who was Neſtor, asto depth of ſence, | 
And yet a Babe, asto his innocence, 
Mult needs begin his Ferall from his Birth ; 
So much of heaven could not be loxeg on earth. 
Thus have I ſeen the mornings pregnant womb 
Prove to the light a Cradle, and a Tomb, 
Thus the firſt fruits are offerings to the ſkie, 
And tend'reſt viFimes on Gods altar ye, 
G 3 Thus 
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Thus goodly Cedars fall, whil'(t a ſhrabTres 
Lives by its weanneſſe and humility. 
Inſatiable death ! could nought appeaſe 
Thy rage, but ſuch fair holocauſts as theſe ? 
Muſt thou ambitiouſly thine Altar ſtain 
With nobleſt blood e would ſome inferiour vein 
Have quencht thy thirſt, or ſatisfid thy cries, 
Rivers of blood had flow'd in Sacrifice. 
'But we forgive thy error, fince we ſee, 
Thouart contjguous to Eternity. 
Thou artnyut onely harwleſſe, but ( thy ſting 
Be'ing left behinde thee) an obligizg thing. 
Chriſtians, like Corne( which in the furrows lye) 
Cannot be quickened, except they dye. 
Let heathens talk of periſhing,whil'ſt we 
;- x6 Call death the doore to immortality. - 
Then ceaſe, great Madaw, by your daring feares 
Join'd to the Bereſe of ſighs and tears, 
T aſſert the death of your tranſlated Son, 
Leſt you deny his reliin 
And make each ſob a $addxcee : the eyes 
Which weep his fal/deſpair that he ſhall riſe, 
Was he not once Baptiz'd ? then did he vow, 
He wonld forſake the World : nor wa'ſt till now 
T hat he perform'd his oath; and will you grieve 
He's dead, for whom 'twas perjury to live? 
Could tears hive quencht his feaver, it had been 
Drown'd in the tears of weeping Magdalen: 
Or could our pens be fluent as our eyes, 
| We would revive Meby our Elegies. 
x You onely, Ma4amn, are forbid to mourn, 
Like the c1d Thracians, when your Son's wew bory. 
Lift up your eye of Faith, and through this ere <4 
3 | cho 
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Behold his ſecond, and diviner birth. 

That done, let grief ly buried in his urn: 
Good things are ſeat to earth}, bue to retura. 


7. L, 
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On the much lamented Death of Mr. Alger- 


200n8 Grevill, fourth Son to the right ho- 
nourable Robert Lord Brooke, 


LE — 


. 
WW Hen worth doth claim its praiſe, filent tobe, 
Such flexce were no leſſe than blaſphemy. 
Should we not pay this homage'to his name, 
We ſhould prove mwrtherers to his great fame, 
'And after he hath breath'd out his laſt breath, 
Make him to dye « more u»happy death : 
. So he would #wo untimely burials have, 
One in oblivion, th'other in his grave. 
But now th officious Maſes come at's call. 
Ready to ſolemnize his Funeral. 
They all conteM him how to elevate, 
Above the reach of envious time and fate. 4 
His name immortal, as his ſoul ſhall be, 
He'l gain a dowble immortality. my 
T hat noble blood which ran within his veins 
Pureand Untainted, free from vices ſtaines, 
Vertue refin'd and ſublimated; He 
Thought Yirize th' onely true nobility. 
Though nature had beſtowed on him all 
Her gifts, and ſeemed almoſt Prodigall, 
Yet by his induſtry, he greater got, 
| | And 


nd Art lent nature whatſhe wceded nor; 
With ſuch great pleaſure He his books look't 
Toſtudy, was his recreation. Sos 
Arts and the Muſes were his earthly blifſe, 


_ 


He'was their chiefe delight, and they were his. 


i 


